
1650] RELA TION OF ifyg-so 99

of these poor Savages, who every day, morning and
night, filled our Church that they might there render
homage to God. There the Sacraments were resorted
to with great devoutness; the Feast-days and Sun-
days were sanctified by the Piety of the people, [19]
and "by public preachings. The boys had their day
in the week, and the girls their separate day, for
learning the Catechism.

But the heaviest part of our work lay in visiting
the cabins for the purpose of consoling the afflicted,
assisting the poor, aiding the sick, preparing for
death those who were nearest to it, strengthening
in the faith the Christians and catechumens, and
winning unbelievers to Jesus Christ.

Our Fathers, in making these visits, considered
the poverty of each person ; and, according as they
deemed it advisable to aid the most pressing necessi-
ties, they made use of a kind of coin which they went
about distributing among these poor people ; it was
a little piece of copper, stamped for this purpose.
All who had received it as an alms stood at our door,
about Midday, and presented their small coin. To
some was given a certain quantity of acorns, which
they cooked,— first boiling them in a lye made from
ashes, in order to take from them their excessive
[20] bitterness. We distributed to others a small por-
tion of smoked fish, which they cooked in water, and
on it kept themselves alive. The more favored among
them received a little Indian meal, boiled in water.

Before the snow had covered the ground, we had
bought five or six hundred bushels of acorns, and
had despatched several canoes to procure among the
Algonquin Nations, sixty, eighty, or a hundred
leagues away, this supply of fish. The little corn


